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Text of President’s Address 



Following is the text of 
President Johnson’s remarks 
at Commencement exercises 
at Catholic University: 

On this campus dedicated 
to the glory of God, it is 
fitting that we meet on this 
first day of the week. For 
this is the day kept by Chris- 
tendom as a day of remem- 
brance, a day of renewal, a 
day pf rededication to the 
moral values by which we 
guide our lives. 

In our temporal affairs — 
no less than In affairs of 
the spirit — this is a sea- 
son for remembrance, for re- 
newal, for rededication to 
the moral values by which 
men guide the course of 
their governments on this 
earth. 

On this occasion, then, I 
come to speak — at this time 
and place — about the moral- 
ity of nations. For while I 
believe devotedly in the 
separation of church and 
state, I do not believe it 
is pleasing in the sight of 
God for men to separate 
morality from their might. 

Your Nation is a mighty 
Nation — the mightiest in 
all the milleniums of man. 
But let none who would 
measure that might— or test 
it — be deceived and let us 
never deceive ourselves. 

The strength of our so- 
ciety does not rest in the 
silos of our missiles nor lie 
in the vaults of our wealth — 
for neither arms nor silver 
are gods before which we 
kneel. 

The might of America lies 
in the morality of our pur- 
poses and their support by 
the will of our united peo- 
ples. 

It was Jefferson who said 
that — 

“Our interests . . . will 
ever be found inseparable 
from our moral duties.” 

That standard guides us 
still. 

For America’s only inter- 
ests in the world today are 
those we regard as Insep- 
arable from our moral du- 
ties to mankind. 



To Graduates at 




Catholic U. 




I By Jim McNamara, Staff Photographer 

Graduates applaud as President Johnson arrives at Catholic University yesterday. 



Abiding Truth 

This is the truth — the 
abiding truth— about Amer- 
ica. Yet all through this cen- 
tury, men in other lands 
have— for reasons of their 
own — elected to discount 
moral duty as the motiva- 
tion that moves America. 

In its place, they have 
erected and embraced myths 
of their own creation — the 
myths of American isola- 
tionism and imperialism, the 
myths of American material- 
ism and militarism. 

I would recall the words 
once spofcen by a man who 



deeply understood these 
times, this land and the 
truth about them both, John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy. For he 
once said: 

“The great enemy of the 
truth is very often not the 
lie — deliberate, contrived 
and dishonest — hut the 
myth — persistent, per- 
suasive and unrealistic.” 
If we cannot persuade 
other men to disbelieve 
their own persistent, per- 
suasive and unrealistic 
myths about America’s mo- 
tivations, we can urge them 
to seek after the truth — 
for the truth about Amer- 
ica has been chronicled on 
every continent in this cen- 
tury. 

Twenty-one years ago to- 
morrow — on the seventh of 
June, 1944 — it was neither 
isolationism nor imperialism 
that sent our sons ashore in 
Normandy to intervene in 
the destiny of the continent 
of Europe where our culture 
was cradled. 

Nor was it materialism 
that moved this Nation to 
the works of the postwar 
world — commiting her crops 
to the care of the hungry, 
dedicating her dollars and 
determination to recon- 
struct the ruined lands of 
friend and foe, sharing her 
skills and resources to 
strengthen the foundations 
for emerging nations all 
around the globe. 

Neither was it militarism 
that motivated this Nation 



to dismantle her arms in 
good faith when victory was 
won and offer up the atom 
in good faith for control by 
all nations. Nor is it militar- 
ism now that motivates 
America to stand her sons 
by the sons of Europe or 
Asia or Latin America in 
keeping a vigil of peace and 
freedom for all mankind. 

Nation’s Moral Duty 

What America has done 
— and what America . is 
doing now around the world 
— draws from deep and flow- 
ing springs of moral duty, 
and let none underestimate 
the depth of flow of those 
wellsprings of American 
purpose. 

On this, let me speak 
forthrightly— to you and to 
the world. 

All through history the 
doubt of men for the morali- 
ty of their own generation 
has been exceeded only by 
their doubt for the morality 
of the next generation. As 
long ago as ancient Chaldea 
—when history was just be- 
ginning — there was a popu- 
lar verse, saying: 

We are fallen upon evil 
times. 

And the world has waxed 
very old and wicked. 

Politics are very corrupt, 
The sons of men are not 
so righteous 
As their parents were. 

Whatever some say, you 
of this Class of ’65 know that 
words such as these do not 



describe your America' in 
these times. This is a new 
time in our land — a time 
young in spirit, a time of 
renewal, a time of resurg- 
ence for those forces which 
fashion a finer and fairer 
society. 

The. people — and their 
politics — are keeping faith 
with America’s ideals, as 
never before: in education, 
in health, in the h uman 
environment. That great 
American commitment to 
equality for all men — In 
the sight of the law as in 
the sight of God— is, at last, 
being fulfilled. Sons of men 
— and daughters, too — are 
giving of themselves as vol- 
unteers for good and noble 
works in a manner their 
parents never thought of 
doing. 

If men elsewhere say 
they have never met such 



ia P America before, they are 
right iand we are honored 
and proud. 

Fo f, this is an America 
morally aware, morally 
aroused — an America de- 
termined to end at home 
the compromise of its own 
moral duty which has, for 
much too long, given cre- 
dence to those who would 
doubt us or misrepresent 
us elsewhere in the world. 

Myths and Truth 

Myths, misrepresentations 
and misunderstandings are 
enemies of truth— and ene- 
mies of America — but they 
shall not be masters of 
either. 

The truth of America’s 
purposes cannot be veiled. 
Sure of its moral purposes 
sura - of its own moral 
performance — America shall 
not be deterred from doing 
what, must be done to pre- 
serve this last peace man. 
shall ever have to win 6r 
lose. 

We have - as our fore- 
fathers had — a decent re- 
spect for the informed opim- 
ions of mankind, but we of 
this generation also have am 
abiding commitment to pre- 
serve and perpetuate the 
enduring values of mankind 

And we shah keep that 
commitment. 

Qur purpose, our policy— 
our constant and continu- 
ing commitment — was set 
forth just eighteen years 
ago this weekend by the Sec- 
retary of State of the United 
States, George C. Marshall. 

In a speech the world win 
never-forget, that great citi- 
zen of war and peace said 
this for the United States: 
“Our policy is directed 
not against any country 
or doctrine but against 
hunger, poverty, despera- 
tion and chaos. Its purpose 
should be ... to permit 
the emergence of political 
and social conditions in 
which free institutions can 
exist.” 

That Is Amerie’s purpose 

now — our only purpose 

in the hungry and poor and 
desperate and chaotic lands 




to the farthest corners of 
the earth. In the policies 
that guide us abroad — as in 
the principles that govern 
us at home — we of the Un- 
ited States cherish the right 
of others to choose for them- 
selves what they shall be- 
lieve and what their own so- 
cieties and institutions shall 
be. 

On this right rests all I 
morality among nations — 
and we intend to guard and 
defend this right for others 
as for ourselves. 

But the shade of a shield 
is not enough to cause 
stable societies to grow and 
free institutions to flower 
in integrity, 
n-n and m-m 

Pope John Quoted 

Pope John XXIII remind- 
ed us that peace would be 
only “an empty-sounding 
word” unless it rested upon, 
as he put it — 

“. . . An order founded on 
truth, built according to 
justice, vivified and inte- 
grated by charity, and put 
into practice in freedom.” 
That is the next impera- 
tive of morality among na- 
tions — to integrate the sys- 
tem of nations and peoples 
by charity, not the charity of 
callous and calculating dole, 
but the compassionate 
charity of learning and love. 

This, too, has been — and 
will continue to be — the 
purpose of the American 
people: to maintain in our 
policies toward all nations 
a spirit of compassion and 
caring. For, we believe, as 
John said, 

“There is an immense task 
incumbent on all men of 
good will, namely the task 
of restoring the relations 
of the human family in 
truth, in justice, in love 
and in freedom.” 

That, finally, is the high- 
est morality of nations— the 
noblest purpose to which 
great powers can put their 
great persuasion: to restor- 
ing relations between the 
human family. 

Our world has been 
scarred and sundered by war 
since the beginning of time 
and man. On every conti- 
nent, men of every color — 
and every creed — live with 
memories of wars past and 
dread of wars to come. 

Peace is still a stranger — 
knocking at the door. 

We of America — we of the 



free world—are ready, as 
we are always ready, to open 
that door and invite peace to 
enter, to dwell in the house 
of all nations forever. 

O n this Sunday morning, 
then, I would say to the peo- 

«I e and *° Baders — of 

the communist countries, to 
the Soviet Union, to nations 
of Eastern Europe and 
Southeast Asia, we extend 
to you our invitation: come 
now, let us reason together’ 

. As Peace knocks, our door 
is unlatched. 

Our table is set. 

We are ready— and we be- 
lieve mankind is ready with 
us. 

We wait, only for those of 

W»a ma il f ? milywhoh ave 
barred their doors and 
closed their windows to pull 
back your curtains and sig- 
nify to mankind that you 
are ready, too, to welcome 
Peace to the table of man 
A great American Presi- 
dent-Franklin Roosevelt— 
once said: 

most seri °us 
hreat to our institutions 
comes from those who re- 

change.’’^ 6 ^ Deed for 

Growing Faith 

Today in both the open 



world of freedom and in 
the curtained world of com- 
munism, men and their 
families are enjoying the 
comfort and contentment of 
a life none have known be- 
fore. 



There is stilf discontent 

but there is less despair. 
There is still need — but the 
wants are not so mean. 
There is still futility today. 
— ; but there is more faith 
for tomorrow. 



The most serious threat 
only threat— to ■ this 
improving condition of all 
peoples lies with those who 
refuse to face the need for 
change: refuse to face the 
need for renouncing war in 
all its guises. 



the great and growing moral 
force of mankind— presses 
lor that renunciation. For 
men know today, as they 
have not been able to know 
before, that war serves no 
necessary end of any mation 
on earth. 



““ v- v ui'U 



walked his way from the 
coast of the Pacific to the 
coast of the Atlantic over 
. this continent. When his 
walk was complete, he did 
not want to return to the 
capsule from which he had 
emerged. 



The peoples of earth 

in lands old and young 

'are enjoying experiences 
man has never known her 
fore, and they will not 
willingly return to the old 
world of war from which 
they have emerged. 

On this campus, then — 
on this day of peace and 
promise — I would offer 
one message, to men every- 
where .and to their leaders 
in every nation. 



Message to World 

We of the United States 
welcome the gains and the 
progress all people have 
realized since the brutal 
and bitter years of war and 
devastation .and exploitation 
We are grateful for the 



progress we ourselves have 
achieved, and we are deter- 
mined to press forward 

not for our gain and great- 
ness alone., but for the 
gain and good of all man- 
kind. 

But the need of man 

the need of these times 

is not for .arms races or 
moon races, not for races 
into space or races to the 
bottom of the sea. If com- 
petition there must be, we 
are ready and we are will- 
ing always to take up the 
challenges and commit our 
country to its tasks. But 
this is a moment when the 
opportunity is open and 
beckoning for men of all 
nations to take together a 
walk toward peace. 

The stranger knocks. 
Peace seeks admission at 
all our doors. Let us, then, 
open our doors .and go 
forth together to walk at 
each other’s side toward 
peace. 

For let us never forget, 
the longest journey begins 
with a single step. 




